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The Current Educational Services for Students with
Disabilities/Delinquency in the Juvenile Correctional School
and Juvenile Reform School in Taiwan
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Ph. D. Student Professor
National Kaohsiung Normal University National Kaohsiung Normal University
Department of Special Education Department of Special Education
Abstract

This study was aimed to explore the current educational services for students with
disabilities/delinquency in the Juvenile Correctional School and Juvenile Reform School, and the
commonalities or differences between the two schools. The research was a multiple case study design,
including two cases called “Shu-kuang” and “Hsing-Fu” high schools, and three educational service
dimensions called “Characteristics of Students, Roles of Schools as Parents and the Work of Teachers”.
In order to collect data mentioned above, this study methods involved in-depth interview, simple
observation and unobtrusive measures, especially interviews were conducted with 19 participants who
worked in the schools. There were three findings in this research: (a) the staff in schools have noticed
that there were inter-individual differences among students with delinquency, and due to different
framework of administrative organizations, the quality and quantity of services of both schools were
dispersed; (b) both schools have provided some special educational services within the juvenile justice
system, however, the services were impeded by lacking of access to exchange information among units
or professionals; (c) the staff have provided certain integrated educational services in the schools, but
different levels of teacher autonomy limited the range of educational applications. The findings as
mentioned above, it showed that “Shu-kuang” and “Hsing-Fu” high schools have changed their
educational priorities from emphasizing military management to focusing on the needs of the individual
delinquent with or without disabilities. According to the results of the study, the authors provided nine
suggestions for the future researchers, including: (a) official youth justice annual statistics should
include the data of students with disabilities/delinquency; (b) assuring that teachers accepted the

concepts and equipped with knowledge of inclusive education; (c) exploring appropriate and
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evidence-based instructional strategies for the educational needs of incarcerated youths; (d) unifying
various resources in order to arrange them appropriately; (e) introducing the knowledge and skill of
special educational services to both school personnel; (f) utilizing new technology skills or equipments
to broaden the teaching resources and the interactive opportunities between delinquents and their
parents; (g) establishing the framework of service delivery based on the theory of Responsive to
Intervention; (h) delivering various, creative and safe vocational courses; (i) developing evidence-based

behavioral strategies to deal with the problems incarcerated youths had.

Keywords: Juvenile Correctional School, Juvenile Reform School,

students with disabilities/delinquency, current educational services
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